
 

Clicker Training 
The clicker is widely regarded as one of the greatest breakthroughs in modern animal training. This 

simple piece of metal and plastic clarifies (in the dog’s mind), what is expected of him at a point in time 

without stress and confusion. 

When the clicker is used during the initial phases of training, learning comes quickly. Here’s why: Think 

of the click as telling your dog he is doing something right at a split second in time. The clicker is valuable 

because it improves the timing of our communication with our dogs. To communicate to the dog that 

you want a particular behavior to increase, you must communicate it the instant the desired behavior 

occurs. The clicker allows us to be more exact and specific so that we can help Fido better understand 

what we want. Clicking is like taking a picture of the exact behavior you want to reinforce. 

With the clicker, you can train all sorts of useful and fun behaviors. Hello, stupid pet tricks! 

Conditioning: 

The clicker must be paired, or associated with something a dog finds pleasing. A small, bite- sized food 

reward is most commonly used. The key is to select something that motivates your pet. The first step is 

to pair the click with a piece of food. Simply click and then immediately offer a piece of food to Fido. 

With this conditioning, he will usually catch on to the click/reward association very quickly. Think of it 

like an IOU. Every time you click, you owe your dog a treat. Once Fido understands that the click means 

a food/reward is coming, you can begin to use it to teach any behavior that you wish to occur more 

often. 

Some words of advice: 

 Do not click to get the dog’s attention! If you do this you will actually be rewarding the act of 

looking away. Remember, the click means that whatever behavior is occurring when the sound 

occurs is the correct or desired behavior. 

 Be careful to ensure that you are reinforcing the exact behavior you want and not some other. 

The click must be immediately heard during the behavior for your dog to closely associate it with 

the reward. If your click comes any later than one second after the behavior, you run the risk of 

accidentally clicking and rewarding an entirely different behavior altogether! 

 Always follow the click with a treat. Remember that you conditioned your dog to know that 

when he hears the click, food is coming. If you stop providing the treat after the click, the click 

will start losing its meaning. Once Fido is responding consistently, you can switch to a variable 

reward schedule where you begin clicking and treating intermittently. 



 

Clicker Training 
 Break down every exercise into small steps. Dogs learn more quickly and with less confusion 

when exercises are broken down into small steps. With small steps, the foundation for learning 

will be very strong, thus creating a very reliable dog. 

Isn’t praise the same thing as a clicker? 

The clicker has two big advantages that verbal praise cannot duplicate. First, the click sound has no 

emotion attached to it and always sends a clear, consistent message to your dog that he is doing 

something right. The click sounds the same every time. Praise is often inconsistent in sincerity, as it is 

affected by your mood. Fido is very in tune with your emotions. Let’s face it’s, sometimes it is difficult to 

praise your dog when he has been giving you a hard time (or more likely, when you have confused him 

to complete bafflement!). 

The second advantage is timing. The click pinpoints the exact moment your dog has done something 

right, therefore allowing us to communicate more specifically. 

NOTE: The clicker does not replace praise, it is just another tool we use to establish a communication 

channel that promotes fast learning. 


